EXERCISES

1. Write each letter of the alphabet with each of the vowel signs given in the table
of full vowels.

Example:§ﬂN§ﬁNN8’8§‘$$8$
etc. 3 °3 23 3 3

2. Practice pronouncing the letters with the vowels until you are thoroughly familiar
with the sounds.

3. The following combinations of Hebrew letters and vowels sound like English
words with which you are familiar. However, the combinations for the most part
have no meaning in Hebrew. See if you can discover an English word that matches
each of the sounds.

Example:
AR = -ég, pronounced like “egg”
"W = ar, pronounced like “are”

N2 = peét, pronounced like “bait”
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II EXERCISES

(GO 9 B} 17 = 25) Ny (33 9©
2 "N (100 17 (18) " 26) 19 (34) 1O
(3) M2 (1D =7 (19) o 27 w» (35) N°B
(4 T3 (12)  ©n (200 O (28) " (36) BB
(5)  nia 13) 1) 29) ™ (37) M9
6) 22 (149  9im 22) 3 (300 T (38) S
(7) 12 (15 ™M (23) =3 (31 M (39) DWW

(8) £ (16) M 24) 3 (32) @) (40) I

4. We learned that ® and 1 can function not only as consonants but also as vowels
(matres lectionis). See if you can determine which of the following words use 3 as a
consonant and which use it as a vowel.

(GO 3) owh (5 nm. 7 m
2 M 4) ™ (6) ©ia (8) DP

5. See if you can determine which of the following words employ ° as a consonant
and which employ it as a vowel.

M @ GvR @ G 2 6 DWW

6. Point the following words (supply them with vowels) by consulting a dictionary
or word list.

(1) MM™TIN (3) D19’ (5)  =Iam (7)) mom
(2) D '9N (4) Yom (6) “un (8) mMa=y

7. Listed below are the letters of the alphabet written in their full Hebrew forms.
Transliterate the Hebrew names for these letters and practice pronouncing them.

Example: ']'7?5 alef; D3, bér; etc. [The accent mark used in ']‘787 and
elsewhere in this list is explained in 8.1(1).]

SURN b @ m (13) o 19 9P
2 M2 8 on 14 M (200 @™
(3)  2m 9 o (15) w0 en v
@ Ny (10) 9 1e Ty K’
(5) N3 1 9”3 (17)  NB (22 W
(6) ) (12) 3 (18) 73

10



EXERCISES 1II

8. Here is a similar list of the vowels. Transliterate these and practice pronouncing
them.

(1) PRR (5) pakle (9) N DN
) aty)- 6 T PN (10) =mn P=p
(3) B @) Pan an P
(4) T "3 (8) =pdly (12) Map

9. Transliterate the proper names listed below and practice pronouncing them in
Hebrew.

1 ony M2 (9) 127 (17) MR
(2) 3 (10) 7’4 (18) oo
(3) 2 (11) inb) (19) oY
(4) 7 (12) =) (20) oY
() nan (13) Wy (21) =1
(6) 233 (14) N2 (22) 228 °n
(7 223 (15) v (23) ni~ly
(8) N? (16) i) 24)  ONIR"
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(a)

(b)

(c)

Vav functions as a vowel when it occurs Immediately after a consonant and is
pointed either as Saréq () or hélém vav (1). Examples in this exercise are ﬁ'?,

P19, 232, and DD

Vav functions as a consonant when it occurs at the beginning of a word or a new
syllable within a word. In all such cases, vav must be written with an
accompanying vowel, which may be either a half-vowel or a full vowel.
Examples in this exercise of vavs that begin words are D%, 1%, and 7 B
An example of vav at the beginning of a new syllable with a word is found in
mr.g The division of words into syllables will be studied later in Lesson IV (cf.
G.12, pp. 19ff.).

Yod functions as a vowel when it occurs in a median or final position in a word
and is written without an accompanying vowel. In this situation ydd combines
with the full vowel written beneath the preceding consonant and forms a
diphthong. The vowels that may occur with diphthongal yod are pitih
(sometimes lengthened to qimas), s°g0l, séré, and hiréq. The resultant dipthongs
are °_, Y, >.» Y., and ¥ . Examples in this exercise of yod functioning as a
vowel are @R, %2, and D®. Other examples are "TJBT, ’ﬁB, and T'w
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LESSON 1II

(d) Yod functions as a consonant when it stands at the beginning of a word or a new

(e)
()

syllable within a word. In all such cases yod must be followed immediately by
its supporting vowel. Usually this is a full vowel, but it may also be a
half-vowel. Examples in this exercise of yod as a consonant are T, Di°, and
¥, Other examples are WIN® (with half-vowel), i (twice), and P72 (median
yod beginning a new syllable) The constant factor in all these examples is that
yod is always followed immediately by a vowel.

Compound shevas occur almost exclusively with gutturals.

In Modern Hebrew, no appreciable difference is made between the pronunciation
of pitah and of qimés. For our purpose, however, pitih will be transcribed as
“3” and qamés as “a” (cf. G.2.2, p. 7). This will enable students to reconstruct
Hebrew words w1th greater accuracy when words occur with either patih or
gamés.

Suggestions for Further Testing

Transliterate the names for the letters of the alphabet, marking accented syllables
where indicated, and supplying the vowels with appropriate accent marks. In the
second blank give the consonant that each name designates. Hint: the first letter
of the name designates the consonant.

Name  Consonant Name  Consonant
1) 7N (13) o»
2 2 (14 M
(3) 213 (15) 70
@ n37 16) ¥
(5) N7 17) N8
(6) ) (18) 718
@ ™m 19 9P
8 N (200 ¥™M
9 MY Q) 1w
(10) TP K"
1) "3 (220 WM

(12) My
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LESSON II

2. Transliterate the names for the vowels and write the vowels as they occur in the
Hebrew Bible.

Name  Vowel Name  Vowel
(1 PR ©) pn
(2) nne (8) =yl
(3) s (9) D=riy
@ T (10 Jwn pep
(5) ke (11) P
(6 T pn (12) P13

3. Indicate which of the following words employ ydd as a consonant (C) and which
employ it as a vowel (V).

M MM CH)  ® mC) o D)
@ a2 ) (6) B () (10) W ()
® P2 CH @ L) G o ()
(4) T () @ mwd () a2 Y o)

4. Indicate which of the following words employ vav as a consonant (C) and which
employ it as a vowel (V).

(1 "R ) ® =) @ W )
2 98 () 6) N2 ( ) (o ©Wv ( )
@) mpn () @ N ) a8 )
@ min ) ® pwm ) a2 %W ()

5. From your study of the Glossary (cf. G, pp. 424ff.), define the following terms:

(1) Compound Sheva (6) Matres Lectionis
(2) Diphthong (7)  Munah

(3) Half-Vowel (8) Pointed Text

(4) Masoretes (9)  Scriptio Plena
(5) Masoretic Text (10) Transliteration
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